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SLOVENIA!
Welcome to 2020!

Edited by Monique du Plessis

Welcome to all things Slovenia! My name is Monique du Plessis and Slovenia is one of
my favourite countries not only to visit, but to show to others as well. This newsletter
will include all you need to know about this gem of a country.

MAJOR EVENTS AND ANNIVERSARIES IN
SLOVENIA IN FEBRUARY 2020

Lake Bled

7th - The Prešeren Prize, the highest state award for artistic achievements,
will be handed out on the eve of Culture Day.
15th-16th - Women's World Cup slalom and giant slalom races will be held
at the 56th Golden Fox competition in Maribor.
15th - The start of the 60th Kurentovanje in Ptuj, Slovenia's largest carnival
festival.
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ARTS & CULTURE IN
SLOVENIA 2020
After a long period of culture
policy lull, several major
developments are expected to
come to fruition in 2020.
Starting on 1 January, the
reduced, 5% VAT rate will apply
to all physical and electronic
books, newspapers and
periodicals. And later in the
year preparations will start for
implementation of a law that set
aside almost EUR 123 million
for cultural projects in
2021-2027.
A new national programme for
culture for 2020-2027 is
expected to be adopted along
with a new national language
policy until 2024. Amendments
to the media act, in the making
for years, are likely as well.

Franciscan Church of
the Annunciation
located at the heart of
Ljubljana

FEATURE IN EMEoutlook:
Slovenia: Europe’s closest answer to a natural Paradise
Blessed with stunning mountains, lakes, rivers and coast, Slovenia is not
surprisingly enjoying record-breaking levels of tourism arrivals and
revenues
Part of Yugoslavia for most of the 20th century, Slovenia has opened itself
up to the world in a big way since it declared independence in 1991, an
announcement which triggered the Ten-Day War.
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Made up of four major landscapes – the European Alps, the karstic
Dinaric Alps, the Pannonian and Danubian lowlands and hills, and the
Mediterranean coast – the country has always been of strategic
importance and served as important routes for those crossing the
Mediterranean and mountains.
However, rather than pass through, visitors are now staying in their
millions every year to enjoy what is a scenic gem of nation.
Lakes, rivers, caves, mountains, forests, coasts – Slovenia has it all and is
unquestionably an outdoor destination, with its natural beauty paired with
a huge varied architecture. Whether it’s the baroque chapel in the centre
of Bled Island to Venetian harbour settlements on the coasts, the array of
styles reflects the nation’s diverse and vibrant culture.
Indeed, influences from neighbouring countries such as Italy, Austria and
Hungary can be found, not
least in the cuisine which
provides another reason
to visit. Local and fresh
ingredients are the
centrepiece of local
cooking, while its homegrown wine is another up
and coming element of
Slovenia’s culinary
repertoire.

Transport Links
Jože Pučnik Airport, in
the capital Ljubljana, is Slovenia’s only international
airport and where the vast majority of tourists will arrive.
Sat 27 kilometres north of the city, it is a small transit hub
and base of Slovenian carrier Adria Airways, which serves
more than 30 European destinations and connects
regularly to the likes of Zurich and Munich.

A common way of
getting between cities
or towns is by rail, the
country home to an
extensive network
which provides a
more comfortable
option than buses.

Slovenian Railways operates the lines, and offers a simple
pricing system which sees a return cost double that of a
single and first class double that of standard class.
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This said, Slovenia’s bus network is another viable option covering
large swathes of the country. The coaches used for longer journeys
are modern and comfortable, with prices ranging from €4 for 25
kilometres of travel to €17 for 200 kilometres.
Getting to some of Slovenia’s rural and natural attractions may be
more easily reached by car, and there is a wide variety of vendors
offering rental services. Major players such as Avis and Hertz are
present and offer similarly priced services – around €40 for the day
or €200 for a week.
Cycling is another very popular way of getting around cities and their
outskirts.
Source: http://bit.ly/uniquewalk

“Special, one-oﬀ, first of its kind….
Let’s go on a unique walk through Ljubljana”
By Peter Kamien

You’ll find many walks
through Ljubljana in
various guidebooks –
but mine is a very
special one. I’m taking
you to see some
‘uniquenesses’.
Strictly-speaking, that
might not be a word,
but it’s the best way to
describe this
collection of
fascinating objects
and sights.

Newsletter

4

Newsletter

7 February 2020

If you cross Ljubljana’s enchanting Old Town, you’ll come to the Križanke
Summer Theatre. And right in front of it, you’ll see a monument to
Napoleon – of which there are exactly zero others, outside France. This
was not a nice fellow – so why do the Slovenians love him?
Well, in 1809, Napoleon founded the province of Illyria, which extended
from Slovenia to the Dalmatian coast, thus saving the western part of
Slovenia from the Habsburgs. He also used Slovenian governors there
and made Slovenian the official language. And this freedom of language
was preserved even when the Austrians took over the territory again.
Many monuments have been raised to many people for much less!
The famous Slovenian architect Plečnik shaped Ljubljana’s cityscape like
nobody else – but he wasn’t above borrowing a good idea.
Close to the city centre, you will find the Poljanska Street. And there
you’ll see a bizarrely-shaped building right in front of your nose. It was
built in 1932 to replace a building damaged by an earthquake. Having to
keep to the narrow existing floor plan was a real challenge for Plečnik
until he came up with this (almost) unique design, which has earned the
place its name: The Flatiron House.
Built-in 1933, Nebotičnik (the Slovenian
word for ‘skyscraper) is a fine example
of interwar architecture. On its elegant
terrace, Café Nebotičnik offers one of
the best views of Ljubljana in the city.
The skyscraper was built after the
American models of the time and is
over 70 metres high, making it the
tallest building in the Balkan region. It
was designed with a shopping mall on
the ground floor – again, a glimpse of
the future well ahead of its time.
Take a seat on the terrace and look
around you. Perhaps raise a glass to
this little taste of Ljubljana’s
uniqueness. There’s a lot more to
discover, too. Have fun!
The Flatiron House
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Lake Bled castle
surrounded by
stunning blue water
and mountain views.

For Europe’s Best Destination, Look Just East of
Italy: https://www.thedailybeast.com/slovenia-for-europesbest-destination-look-just-east-of-italy

Here are the 12 Best Countries to Retire In: https://
nypost.com/2019/12/28/here-are-the-12-best-countries-to-retirein/

The Beauties of Slovenia Once Again Featured in
Foreign Media: https://www.gov.si/en/news/2019-12-18-thebeauties-of-slovenia-once-again-featured-in-foreign-media/
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For further enquiries about
Slovenia:
Honorary Consulate General of Slovenia
www.slovenianconsulate.co.za
Tel: +27(0) 21 976 6249
Email: info@slovenianconsulate.co.za
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